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THEREUONEMA TUBERCULATA, A SCUTIGEROMORPH CENTIPEDE FROM CHINA, 
FOUND IN A WAREHOUSE AT SWINDON. 
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A scutigeromorph centipede found in a warehouse in Swindon (NGR: SU1984) last year (27/x/2010) and 
sent to FERA (Central Science Laboratories) was forwarded to me and examined by Greg Edgecombe 
(Natural History Museum) who identified it as Thereuonema tuberculata (Wood, 1863), sometimes called 
the Japanese House Centipede of which pictures may be found on the Internet.  It seems to have been 
associated with a container from the Jiangning Economic Development Zone, Nanjing, Jiangsu Province, 
China which fits in with the known Asiatic distribution of the species (Würmli, 1975). The specimen is a 
female, 15 mm in body length. 
 
Very characteristic of Thereuonema is the appearance of long, spike-like spiculae (Haarspitzen) which are 
hair-like outgrowths from the cuticular scutes that cover the surface of the tergites of the trunk (Würmli, 
1975) (Fig. 2).  Such structures are absent in Scutigera coleoptrata which, instead, has spinulae 
(Haarddörnsche), conical, bifurcating or multifurcating outgrowths on tergal plates. Edgecombe & Giribet 
(2006) illustrate both these type of structures (which are considered to be homologous). 
 
Scutigera characteristically has a pair of spine-bristles (end-spines) at the distal end of the first tarsal 
segment of legs 5 or 6 to 14 (Fig. 1a), a diagnostic character of Scutigerinae. These tarsal spine-bristles are 
not present in Thereuonema, this absence being characteristic of the subfamily Thereuoneminae (Fig. 1b).  In 
addition the arrangement of tarsal papillae on legs 1-9 as illustrated in the Synopsis (Barber, 2009) is 
characteristic of S. coleoptrata, whereas Thereuonema tuberculata, like other members of Thereuoneminae, 
has tarsal papillae on legs 1-14.  

 

FIGURE 1: First tarsal segment of 
a) Scutigera coleoptrata  (b) Thereuonema 

syriaca  x80 (from Demir,1948). 

FIGURE 2: Part of a tergite of    
Thereuonema syriaca  x200  

(from Demir,1948) 
 
In the past, scutigeromorph specimens recorded in Britain have always been referred to Scutigera 
coleoptrata; it would seem important in the future to check these, especially any that are suspected of having 
been imported from outside Europe.  
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